MINUTES OF THE BROOME PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 15TH MARCH 2018 AT 7.30 P.M. IN THE MAIN HALL OF THE VILLAGE HALL
Due to the bad weather on the 1st March the scheduled meeting was cancelled and postponed to this date.
PRESENT: Robert Earl, chairman; Fred Hartwell; Reg Holmes; Mal Howlett; Paul Austin, clerk; Brendon Bernard, district councillor; Margaret Stone, county councillor; and 3 members of the public.

1. APOLOGIES: Christine Kramer.

2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING Acceptance proposed by M Howlett and approved.  

3. POLICE MATTERS

C Kramer had seen a fly-tipper dumping rubbish along a path that led from the by-pass towards the Yarmouth Road. He had re-gathered the rubbish when instructed to do so by her and taken it away. He had been photographed as had his vehicle and the details passed to the police.

R Earl reported that an unlicensed vehicle had been left in Station Road for a lengthy period without any action being taken despite the fact that all the authorities had been informed.

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM MEETING OF 4 JANUARY 2018
a. Armistice Rememberance, Broome Heath & Village Hall. 

R Earl had obtained a quote of £600 for the steel for the beacon for the remembrance event and would approach Viscount Tamworth for financial help. F Hartwell said it was possible there could be a district council grant for the event. C Kramer had drafted proposed wording concerning Broome's war dead for the memorial and this was approved by councillors.

        The clerk had been approached by the presenter of a local radio station in Diss about excessive

         rubbish, including needles, being dumped at the heath's Yarmouth Road car park. Apparently it

         had been cleared up by a volunteer and the presenter argued it was likely to reoccur. R Earl's 

         view was that the problem was exaggerated to promote a story and the parish council should

        decline a request to discuss the matter on air. This was explained to the presenter who accepted 

        the viewpoint and seemed to imply the incident may have been overstated.

        Regarding the village hall F Hartwell said quotes had been requested for the provision of 

        disabled parking.
 

b. Adventure Playground. All equipment was alright apart from the overhead ladder which R Holmes would repair in the next week or so. The bank had requested information about the cheque signatories so the names could be updated.



  

c. Traffic Problems. 

The highways rangers had been given several requests and responded that they would carry them out. One of these was the footpath at the Ellingham end of Yarmouth Road. The rangers had cleared vegetation and slightly widened the path but to do it satisfactorily would require excavating and resurfacing the path. It was agreed with Margaret Stone that some of her Local Member Funds would be applied for early in the new council year to provide the money to do this. 

A minor accident had damaged the chicane in Yarmouth Road. Gary Overland, the county council transport officer, had committed to repairing this.

A Sun Road resident had contacted the council about repairs undertaken to the road in front of his house which were breaking up and becoming dangerous. On his behalf the county council had been contacted and a reference number obtained in order to be able to track progress with the work.


  

d. Ditchingham Mens Shed. F Hartwell said there were now 25 members and gave an update on the planning application which had now been submitted.
 



 
e. Other. 
        Transparency Fund. Further assistance had been given with more documents uploaded and the

        hope that when the workload eased the website could be delivered to provide the information it

        was supposed to.

        Sand Martins. It appeared from information on the web that both sand and house martins made

        their homes in sand banks rather than nesting boxes. Therefore it seemed more research was

        needed before a scheme to improve birds' habitats on the heath could be advanced.

       Litter Pick. The next one was on the 24th March.

       Loddon Road Caravan Site. The owners of the site had written to R Earl clarifying their position

       regarding the site.

       Rectoro Road Fly-Tipping. The district council had committed to clearing this up. 





       
5. CORRESPONDENCE

  a.   M Stone County Council Report. Margaret had as always sent monthly county council update

        news. The main news concerned infrastructure with the Norwich Northern By-pass almost ready

        to open, the Hales Roundabout under way, and plans being prepared for the Hempnall

        Roundabout. Margaret also thanked everybody in the community who had done so much to help

        their vulnerable neighbours during the bad weather earlier in the month.

  b.   Other. 

        Brendon Bernard gave an update on district council issues including plans for electric car 

        charging points in South Norfolk towns. He also discussed plans to encourage the provision of

        self build housing in the district but the view was given that potential builders didn't want sites

        that were within larger developments.         
        Bungay Marathon. The Black Dog Running Club had been good enough to give details of the

        event but given last year's parking problems outside Bungay House, Yarmouth Road, they had

        been asked to control parking there. They replied that they would endeavour to do so and the

        council hoped this would be the case.



        Trees on Parish Council Land. The county council were offering to ensure trees were safe on 

        local council owned land. However it was felt advice had already been given that the trees on 

        the parish council owned land were safe and surveying wasn't necessary.
        Kickstart – The moped hire charity. This scheme aimed to provide youngsters in rural areas

        with mopeds to overcome problems they may have reaching employment opportunities some

        distance away. R Earl said this was an excellent scheme and their poster would be displayed on 

        the notice board.
        Norwich Western Link. This would effectively complete the northern by-pass and the county

        council strongly supported it. R Earl said it would be of huge benefit and the parish council

        would support the scheme.
6. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING & NEWSLETTER
F Hartwell confirmed the East Anglian convenor of the Mens Shed Association would speak at the meeting, and also present a slide show.
7. PLANNING 

a. Land Adjacent to 39 Yarmouth Road – 
Diversion of part of footpath. The legal process of diverting this footpath was now underway.
b. Land Adjacent to 184 Yarmouth Road – Erection of 2 
storey dwelling and garaging. This new application was recommended for approval. 

c. Heath House Farm, Loddon Road – Convert farm office to holiday cottage. As recommended approval was given, with a six week limit on each occupation.

d. Land to the Rear of 72 Yarmouth Road – Detached bungalow with integral garage. As recommended, this revised plan was approved.
e. Land North West of Yarmouth Road – Three bedroom bungalow. The applicant had appealed against refusal.
f. Village Hall, Sun Road – New extension. See 4d. Undertaken by the parish council on behalf of the mens shed.

g. Other.
The Wilderness, Loddon Road – Alterations and conversion of existing attached garage to family room and utility room. A decision was still awaited on this.
         Land Opposite Red House Farm, Lugs Lane – New grain store; and Horse manège and stables.
         Parish councillors supported both applications.
8. ACCOUNTS
  a.    Bank Balances.     

      Current Account 





  £4969.84
         Savings Account





  £1168.05







              
  £6137.89

  b.    Internal Audit. R Holmes was satisfied with the figures.

  c.    Receipts and Payments
      Receipts


Ditchingham Mens Shed £462 – planning application (see chq 100866)





Barclays Bank £0.58 – interest


                    

         Payments made
  
Chq 100866 South Norfolk Council £462 – planning application (made 



in parish council name, but for mens shed and re-imbursed by them)

      Payments authorised      Chq 100867 Paul Austin £404.16  – clerk's salary for the period Jan -



Mar 2018





Chq 100868 Paul Austin £364.31 – clerk's expenses for the year 




2017/18





Chq 100870 The Parishioner £100 – donation 





Chq 100871 Magpas £50 – donation  





Preceding proposed by R Holmes and approved.

d.    Independent Audit
       It was agreed John Hodkinson would again be asked to do this. Because parish councils the 

       size of Broome could now choose not to have an external audit it made the role of this audit

       more important. Also it was agreed consideration would be given to asking John to fill the new

       role that would be necessary to ensure data protection regulations were complied with.  




9. OTHER BUSINESS

An excellent job of repairing the Broome Heath car park dog waste bin had been undertaken by Mr Grimm of Yarmouth Road. He would be written to and thanked for his good work.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.00 P.M.

10. DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS – at 7.30 p.m. on Thursdays 12 April (annual parish meeting), 3 May (including a.g.m.), 5 July, 6 September, and 1 November 2018.  
 

