DRAFT MINUTES OF THE BROOME PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER 2022 AT 7.30 P.M. IN THE MAIN HALL OF THE VILLAGE HALL

PRESENT: Trevor Tipple, chairman; Christine Kramer; Mal Howlett; Reg Holmes; Ann Frost; Lesley Guilfoyle; Paul Austin, clerk; Brendon Bernard and Chris Brown, district councillors; and 3 members of the public.

In the absence of Fred Hartwell who had resigned the meeting was opened by Christine Kramer.

1. APOLOGIES: Barry Stone, county councillor.

2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING Acceptance was proposed by R Holmes and approved.

3. RESIGNATION OF CHAIRMAN AND COUNCLLOR FRED HARTWELL

Fred had resigned shortly after the last meeting due to health reasons. C Kramer read out a statement about Fred paying tribute to his commitments to the village, especially the village hall.

4. RESIGNATION OF VICE CHAIRMAN AND COUNCILLOR CHRISTINE KRAMER

Christine had intended to leave the council at the next election in May 2023, however she had written bringing this forward to this meeting for reasons she explained in a statement see below. She explained that to help the council she would continue, were it legal to do so, to sign cheques for the council until new cheque signatories had been approved.

5. STATEMENT OF RESIGNATION FROM VICE CHAIRMAN CHRISTINE KRAMER

Christine read out a statement explaining that after the last meeting, as agreed by the council, she had posted a request for help in running the village hall on social media. Shortly after that she was informed it should be removed and also that she was not to be involved in village hall issues. She contended that blame was apportioned to her for previous problems of the village hall; and that this was incorrect, her view being backed by the previous parish council chairmen. She felt in the circumstances she could not continue as parish councillor, She did not want a further conflict with a councillor as that would unfair on the councillors not involved. She said she wished the councillors well and that it had been a pleasure to work with them. Christine was thanked for her hard work by Trevor Tipple and Reg Holmes.

6. ELECTION OF NEW CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN

Trevor Tipple was proposed as chairman by Lesley Guilfoyle and approved, Trevor saying he was willing to fulfill the role until the May elections. No councillor would take on the role of vice chairman and it was decided to leave the role vacant until the vacancies were filled or possibly the election.

7. PROCEDURE OF APPOINTMENT OF NEW COUNCILLORS

The district council would provide notices of the vacancies for display on the notice boards and website. If ten villagers requested an election then one would be held. If not the parish council could fill them by co-option. Christine Kramer asked what publicity would be given for the vacancies and it was agreed they would be advertised in 'The Parishioner' as well as on the website.        

8. POLICE MATTERS

Nothing to report.

9. MATTERS ARISING FROM MEETING OF 7 JULY 2022
a. Adventure Playground including Grass Cutting. 

Councillors had met on site and agreed what work was required in the light of the annual safety report. Also Trevor Tipple had agreed with a new groundsman the terms for keeping the play area tidy; however the long drought had meant there was no sign of any work being required at the moment. Ann Frost offered to write to the Saffron Housing Trust asking for support in improving the play equipment, as they had provided this in the past.

b. Villaage Hall. New volunteers had come forward to enable all the roles to be filled regarding running the hall. Lesley Guilfoyle spoke as the parish council's representative on the management committee. She said they were trying to update the bank account and she gave a list of  the work the hall required if possible.
 


 










c. Traffic Problems (including Highway Rangers). 

For the first time for a while the highway rangers were due to visit the village to uundertake small works, however it was felt they had not previously undertaken the improvements Broome really needed. 

A car had frequently been parked on the Yarmouth Road traffic chicane, blocking the cycle lane as well as for a lady in a mobility scooter. Christine Kramer had produced a notice which she had placed on it's windscreen, and since then it was being parked elsewhere.

d. Land adjacent Old School. Lesley Guilfoyle said she had written to South Norfolk Council but had not received a reply. She was tryng to establish that the land belonged to the district council.





e. Bus Services. First had e-mailed the clerk stating that the request to once again route Charcoal Line buses through Broome was being looked at by their Norwich Depot. It was agreed that the depot would be given some time to consider this and then if no response First would again be pressed to discuss the matter.
f. Overgrown Hedgerow. The council had written to the occupier of the property near the bottom of Green Lane but no work had been undertaken. It was felt now the county council would have to be contacted, as they had the authority to ensure the work was done. Also a resident complained that vegetation growth adjacent to the small white bridge on Loddon Road was restricting visibility. This was land that had been used for traffic to cross through Broome Beck and was therefore county council owned. So again they needed to be contacted.  

g. Other. With the commissioning of the defibrillator Tim Harvey, the local first responder, had kindly agreed to visit the village hall to demonstrate the use of the equipment. A number of villagers had turned out to learn how to make use of it. 
10. CORRESPONDENCE

  a.   County and District Councillor Reports
        Brendon reported that due to the national economic problems the district council was having to

        reassess it's budget. It was also moving to a new address. He recommended that the county

        council be contacted re extending the Sun Road pavement.

  b.   Other. 

        Public Footpath to Church. The church had written stating that the route of a footpath ran to the

        rear of the churchyard and that an unofficial footpath was now being used through the burial

        area. This was resulting in dog mess being left there. The church requested for the footpath to be

        re-routed outside the churchyard's southern hedge. The parish council agreed to support this but

        were not in a position to give approval; this would have to be done by the county council – and

        could be a lengthy process.

        Speeding in Sun Road. A resident had complained about speeding along the road. The council

        explained it was unlikley the police would taken any action due to pressure of other work.

        However the police were approached and said they would try to include it in a new local

        clampdown on driving too fast.  

11. PLANNING                  







a. Barn South of Ivy Farm – replacement of deteriorating thatch with profiled steel sheeting. The bat survey wasn't complete and it had to be assumed it needed to extend over much of the year.
b. Other. None to consider.
10.  ACCOUNTS

     a.   Bank Balances.      

      Current Account 





£17331.88

      Savings Account





  £1173.26









£18505.14

      Ring Fenced for Play Area




  £1263.43

      Net Parish Council Funds




£17241.71









£18505.14







              

                               

b.   Internal Audit. Following the resignations this would have to be reconsidered. 
c.   Receipts and Payments
      Receipts


None

      Payments made

None





      Payment authorised
Tas Valley Fire £159 – fire extinguisher and services





Paul Austin £586.04 – clerk's salary for the period July to September 



2022





David Goward £120 – litter picking for the period July to September 



2022





Ditchingham Farms £1 – annual lease on play area





John Hodkinson £40 – payment for independent audit





Loddon First Responders £50 – donation re defibrillator demonstration 



by Tim Harvey

      Preceding proposed by L Guilfoyle and approved.

     d.   Inspection of Accounts. All documents were available for councillors and the public to view.
     e.   Reclaiming of V.A.T. The Customs and Excise form for this had been downloaded.
     f.   New Bank Account. Although an application form had been completed for this the

          resignations meant that this had to be postponed, as it was agreed that it was more

          straightforward for the new mandate to be with the present bank, Barclays. 
11. BUSINESS FOR EXT MEETING

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.20 p.m.

12. DATES OF NEXT MEETING – in the main hall at 7.30 p.m. on Thursday 3 November 2022.

 

